THE FUTURE OF INDIA
blame for this practice to the Govern-
ment, who in their zeal for Forest
preservation, deprived the Indians
of almost all their communal lands
and of access to the timber hitherto
available from the nearest woods.
The Indian cultivator now has to
pay rent to the Forest Department for
the right of grazing and the purchase
of timber (his inability to do so is
largely responsible for the poor con-
dition of his soil and his cattle), and
a land tax which in some instances
deprives him of as much as half
his profits, How far the Indians are
able to meet these impositions in
their present economic condition
may be estimated from the figures
of their low standard of subsistence
given earlier.
That the Government is ever ready
to extend the hand of assistance at
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